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The Hog and The Frog 
“Sermon on the Mount – Summary of the Faith” 

Week 3 – Beatitudes 
 

Spirit Scripture & Spirit Prayer: John 16:13, “But when he, the Spirit of 
truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.  He will not speak on his 
own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to 
come.” 
Anchor Scripture: Romans 15:4, “For everything that was written in the 
past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” 
 
 Now that we are several weeks into the shutdown to the “virus” 
we wanted to make sure that you could still follow us (Jeff & Mike) in 
our journey through the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew chapters 5-
7.  Until we are able to gather together again, please as you read and 
come to a question, stop and ponder it.  There will be some comments 
by us following the question, but we want to answer the questions for 
yourselves.  The last time we met we managed to get through Matthew 
5:5, “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.” 
 
 There was great discussion in the last class, especially on 
applications on Matthew 5:4 and blessed are those who mourn.  So, 
let’s pick back up right where we left off and why we must avoid pride, 
the opposite of meekness. 
Question: “What are some reasons to avoid pride?” 
 
 It is not enough to be satisfied with partial righteousness.  Christ is 
the only way by which this hunger can be satisfied completely. 
John 6:35, Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life.  He who comes 
to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be 
thirsty.”  
Question: “What other English words also defines meek?” 
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2 Corinthians 10:1, “By the meekness and gentleness of Christ, I appeal 
to you,” 
 
 Isaiah foretold of John 6:35 in Isaiah 55:1, “Come, all you who are 
thirsty, come to the water; and you have no money, come, buy and eat!  
Come, but wine and milk without money and without cost.” 
 
There is a deep theological truth in what Jesus said in John 6:35. 
Question: “What do you think is this truth?” 
 
 Salvation is offered to all people through Christ Jesus.  There is no 
money in God’s grace.  You can’t buy or achieve your way into heaven. 
 
Question: “What type of hunger and thirst is this?” 
 
 Spiritual.  How much do you want goodness?  Do you want it as 
much as a starving person wants food, and as much as someone dying 
of thirst wants water?  How intense is our desire for goodness? 
 
Question: “Is this huger and thirst meant for just a little of 
righteousness?” 
 
 Here is a different rendering: “Oh, the blessedness of those who 
hunger and thirst for the whole of righteousness, for complete 
righteousness.”   
 
It is not enough to be satisfied with a partial goodness. 
 
Now let’s move to the next beatitude. 
Matthew 5:7, “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” 
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Question: “What do you believe is the main reason why we must be 
merciful?” 
 
 Oswald Chambers said, “Our soul depends on it.” 
 
James 2:13, “For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has 
shown no mercy.” 
 
Mark 11:25, “And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against 
anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your 
sins.” 
 
 We must identify with the other person.  There is also a reason 
why people think and act as they do.  We can but seek to understand 
them, then it is much easier to sympathize and forgive. 
 
Question: “What is the greatest mercy ever shown?” 
 
 God coming among us in Jesus Christ to die for us. 
Mercy is something that runs throughout the New Testament. 
RE-Read James 2:13 
 
Following Jesus’ parable about the unmerciful servant, he said: “This is 
how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 
brother from your heart.” (Matthew 18:35) 
 
Question: “How would you define mercy?” 
 
 See with other’s eyes, think with their minds, feel with their 
feelings.  It is sympathy that comes from a deliberate identification with 
other people.  But, this does not mean we are to engage in someone’s 
sinful behavior. 
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1 Thessalonians 5:22, “Avoid every kind of evil.” 
 
Question: “Why is this so hard for most people to do?” 
 
 We are concerned with our own feelings. 
 
Here is what mercy does for us and for others: 

1. Keeps us from being kind in the wrong way. 
2. Makes forgiveness so much easier. 
3. It’s what God did for us. 

 
Now let’s move on to the next beatitude: 
Matthew 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” 
 
Question: “How do you interpret this verse?” 
 
 Unmixed, unadulterated, unalloyed – not tainted. 
 
William Barclay suggest that this beatitude can be read: “Blessed are 
those whose motives are always entirely unmixed, for they shall see 
God.” 
 
 No alloys, no impurity.  We must have the Spirit to help us do this. 
 
Question: “Name some good things (deeds) that can have a wrong 
motive.” 
 
 The way we give money, pray over someone, help someone. 
 
Maybe the worst is a false motive for preaching the Gospel! 
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Philippians 1:15-17, “It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and 
rivalry, but others out of good-will.  The latter do so in love, knowing 
that I am put here for the defense of the gospel.  The former preach 
Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir 
up trouble for me while I am in chains.” 
 
Jesus is telling us to keep our hearts clean from anything that would 
defile us. 
Matthew 15:19, “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, 
adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.” 
 
 An unclean heart gains such a terrible hold upon our 
imaginations; so much so that it can entirely corrupt the whole heart 
and mind.  Hebrews 9:14 tells us that we need the cleansing blood of 
Christ through the Spirit to cleanse us. 
 
Question: “How does this purity happen?” 
 
 It is by grace, from the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit. 
 
John 16:13, “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you 
into all truth.  He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he 
hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.” 
 
 Purity of the heart cleanses the mental vision so that we can see 
God by faith. 
2 Corinthians 5:7, “We live by faith, not by sight.” 
 
 This beatitude requires very deep thought and self-examination!  
This is closely related to Jesus’ teachings in Matthew 6:1-18, where 
Jesus instructs on Giving, Prayer, and Fasting, which we will discuss 
later in the quarter. 
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Question: “How might this beatitude be applied?” 
 Be clean, sifted, and unadulterated.   
 
Here are some things we should self-evaluate.  Is what we do free from 
self-motives?  Am I seeking prestige?  Is it about my piety or is instead 
my need of God within my heart? 
 
John 13:10, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; 
his whole body is clean.  And you are clean, though not everyone of you. 
 
 This followed what Jesus said in John 10:8, “Unless I wash you, 
you have no part of me.” 
 
 The Pulpit commentary says, “Those who are pure in heart, and 
care not for such sights as lead men into sin, are unconsciously 
preparing themselves for the great spiritual sight – the beautiful 
vision.” 
1 John 3:2b, “But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, 
for we shall see him as he is.” 
 
What a vision will see! 
Here is a possible way to read this beatitude: “O the bliss of those 
whose motives are absolutely pure, for they will someday be able to see 
God!” 
 
Prayer 
 

 
 


