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The Hog and The Frog 
“Sermon on the Mount – Summary of the Faith” 

Week 7 – Matthew 6- The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Scripture & Spirit Prayer: 2 Corinthians 3:3, “You show that you are a 
letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but 
with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of 
human hearts.” 
 
Anchor Scripture: Romans 15:4, “For everything that was written in the 
past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” 
 
 As you might recall from last week’s reading and study we 
finished with Matthew 6:7-8 and Jesus’ instructions on what to avoid so 
as not to be hypocritical, but instead to have honest, heartfelt 
communication with God. 
  
 Let’s pick up where we left off.  We are going to really take out 
time for several weeks as we dig deep into “The Lord’s Prayer.” 
 
 The prayer requires the continual help of the Holy Spirit.  We pray 
to the Father, not to the world; not to catch the ears of men, but only 
of God, just as Jesus taught and did. 
 
Matthew 6:9, “This, then is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name.” 
 
First off, we see the address: “Our Father”. 
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Christians are taught to view God as our Father, and this is totally valid 
because it is taught by the Lord Jesus and by Paul. 
Romans 8:15, “For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave 
again to fear, but you received the Spirit of Sonship.  And by him we cry, 
‘Abba Father.’” 
 
Matthew 23:9, “And do not call anyone on earth ‘Father,’ for you have 
one Father, and he is in heaven.” 
 
 Our god is not some image that has no relationship to us.  He 
really is our Father. 
Acts 17:28-29, “For in him we live and move and have our being.  As 
some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’  Therefore 
since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is 
like gold or silver or stone – an image made by man’s design or skill.” 
 
 Many times we have heard the phrase, ‘Abba, Abba’ and some 
say it is ‘daddy, daddy.’ 
 
Question: “What does Abba really mean?” 
(In Aramaic, a form of Hebrew, it means “Father.”) 
 
 It is used by Jesus and Paul to address God in a relation of 
personal intimacy. 
 William Barclay says that this “settles our relationship to the 
unseen world.” 
 The pagan idea of the attitude of the unseen world to human 
beings is the concept of the fear of a horde of jealous and grudging 
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gods.  Not so for Christians and Jews – our God to whom we pray has 
the Name and the heart of a Father. 
 
Isaiah 63:16, “But you are our Father, though Abraham does not know 
us; you, O Lord, are our Father, our Redeemer from of old is your 
name.” 
 
Question: “The word ‘our’ – what does that imply to us?” 
 
(We are all one in Christ, all equal in the sight of God.) 
 
 The Worchester College, Oxford Homiletics says, “..the believer is 
to be reminded at once that he is joined by spiritual relationship to 
many others who have the same needs.” 
 
 It recognizes brotherhood in Christ.  Christ is every Christian 
man’s Brother. 
Ephesians 3:14-15, “For this reason I kneel before the Father from 
whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name.” 
 
Colossians 3:11, “Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and in 
all.” 
 
 When we believe that God is Father, it settles our relationship to 
one another – He is the Father of all people.  The Lord’s Prayer does not 
teach us to pray “My Father,” it teaches us to pray “Our Father.” 
 



 4 

 And this also settles our relationship to ourselves. 
  
Question: “Why is this so important?” 
 
 There are times for each and every one of us when we may 
despise ourselves. 
Proverbs 14:10, “Each heart knows its own bitterness, and no one else 
can share its joy.” 
 
 Now we see in the address: “in heaven.” 
Clement of Rome (35AD-99AD) said, “We must hush our hearts into 
solemn reverence when we come before him in prayer.  He is our great 
and awful God; the heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain 
him.  But yet he is our Father.” 
 
 By the way, in Clements comment, “awful” simply means full of 
awe. 
 
Question: “The words, ‘in heaven,’ should remind us of what about 
God?” 
 
Here are a couple of thoughts: 
 
 

1. The Holiness of God. 
In the Book of Mark, Jesus called God “Father” only six times, and 
never outside the circle of the disciples.  The word “Father” was 
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so sacred that it could hardly be used except among those who 
had grasped something of what it meant. 
 We must always approach God with reverence and 
adoration and never, never with foolishness. 
Deuteronomy 32:6, “Is this the way you repay the Lord, O foolish 
and unwise people?  Is he not your Father, your Creator, who 
made you and formed you?” 
 

2. The Power of God. 
We place side by side the love of God and the power of God.  We 
must always remember the holiness of God, and always 
remember the power which moves in his love.  God is an 
undefeatable love and power. 
Psalm 147:5, “Great is our Lord and mighty in power, his 
understanding has no limits.” 
 
 Now in the Lord’s Prayer, we come to the first petition: 
“hallowed be you name.” 
 
Question: “What does hallowed mean to you?” 
 
Question: “What conclusion can we come to with the first 
petition?” 
 
 In Greek, hallowed is hagiazethai, which means: “Let God’s 
name be treated absolutely unique from all other names.” 
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 In Hebrew a name means the nature, character and 
personality of the person. Thus, God is holy!  So, because of God’s 
nature, character and personality, we can completely trust Him.   
Psalm 20:7, “Some take pride in chariots, and some in horses, but 
our pride is in the name of the Lord our God.” 
 
 “To hallow the Name of the Father is to honour the Father in 
the Son.” (Pulpit Commentaries, pg. 267, Vol. I). 
 
1 John 2:23, “No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever 
acknowledges the Son has the Father also.” 
 
Question: “What is hallowing the Father-Name?” 
(Showing the obedience and devotion of sons.  Showing 
reverence.) 
 
Psalm 5:7, “But I, by our great mercy, will come into your house; in 
reverence will I bow down toward your holy temple.” 
 
 Now we come to the second petition: Matthew 6:10, “your 
kingdom come,” 
 Dr. Edward Hardy, Berkeley Divinity School, says: “Here is 
the Messianic Kingdom, Christ’s church, the gathering that 
enlarges the borders of the church; the kingdom of grace in the 
heart so as to spread the gospel everywhere.” 
 The Kingdom of grace is in the heart.  The Kingdom of God is 
outlined for us by Paul. 
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Romans 14:17, “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating 
and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit,” 
 
 It is clear that the kingdom of God was central to the 
message of Jesus. 
Mark 1:14-15, After John was put in prison, Jesus went into 
Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.  “The time has come,” 
he said, “The kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the 
good news.” 
 
Luke 4:43, But he said, “I must preach the good news of the 
Kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was 
sent.” 
 
Question: “How would you parallel this second petition to Jesus’ 
great commission in Matthew 28:18-20?” 
 
 Since the twelve Apostles could not execute the grand 
commission in all its extent and duration, Jesus lays his commands 
upon their representatives and successors in all ages. 
 
Question: “What is our primary duty to help in this command?” 
 
 Isn’t it first and foremost to pry for the further growth and 
advance of the kingdom here on earth? 
“May the kingdom of God in Christ come!” 
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We will do our best next week to cover the final petitions of the 
Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Closing Prayer. 
  


