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The Hog and The Frog 
“Sermon on the Mount – Summary of the Faith” 

Week 4 – Beatitudes 
 
Spirit Scripture & Spirit Prayer: John 16:13, “But when he, the Spirit of 
truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.  He will not speak on his 
ow; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to 
come.” 
Anchor Scripture: Romans 15:4, “For everything that was written in the 
past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” 
 
 Last week we finished with the sixth beatitude from Jesus in 
Matthew 5.  Now for the Seventh Beatitude: 
Matthew 5:9, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God.” 
 
Question: “What does this beatitude imply to you?  What are you first 
thoughts?” 
 
 Those who make peace are engaged on the very work which the 
God of Peace is doing. 
2 Corinthians 13:11, “Finally, brothers, good-by.  Aim for perfection, 
listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace.  And the God of love 
and peace will be with you.” 
 
Question: “How do we apply this beatitude to ourselves?” 
 
 Blessed are those who make peace with Christ in their own 
hearts.  This matches “righteousness.” 
Psalm 85:10, “Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and 
peace kiss each other.” 
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 Listen to what it says in the Mishna, the Jewish oral traditions 
known as the Oral Torah: “These are the things whose fruit a man eats 
in this world, but which have their capital reward in the world to come; 
honoring one’s father and mother, showing kindness, and bringing 
about peace between a man and his neighbor, but the study of the Law 
is equivalent to them all.” 
 
Question: “What does Jesus mean when he says we will be called ‘sons 
of God.’ 
  
 It means full privileges of their relation to God, who is the “the 
God of peace.” (Roman 15:33). 
 
Question: “Why is this much more than just being peaceable?” 
 
 Some of this was read before, but this is not necessarily being a 
peace-lover.  We may allow a threatening and dangerous situation to 
develop.  This is just piling up trouble for the future.  Such as when the 
United States fell into isolationism in the 1920’s and 30’s.  World War II 
was then thrust upon us after it had gained its momentum.   
 Most of the time these troubles we deal with are Spiritual. 
 
Matthew 16:21-23, “From that time on Jesus began to explain to his 
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the 
hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he 
must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.  Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him.”  “Never, Lord!” he said, “this shall 
never happen to you!”  Jesus turned to him and said to Peter, “Get 
behind me, Satan!  You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in 
mind the things of God, but the things of man.” 
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Question: “What would have happened if Jesus had done what Peter 
said?” 
 
   (No Salvation) 
 
Question: “What is the main cause of a lack of peace among believers?” 
   (Disunity) 
 
2 Corinthians 12:20, “For I am afraid that when I come I may not find 
you as I want you to be, and you may not find me as you want me to be.  
I fear that there may be quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, 
factions, slander, gossip, arrogance and disorder.” 
 
1 Corinthians 3:1-3, “Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as 
worldly – mere infants in Christ.  I gave you milk, not solid food, for you 
were not yet ready for it.  Indeed, you are still not ready.  You are still 
worldly.  For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you 
not worldly?  Are you not acting like mere men?” 
 
Disunity is a tool of Satan! 
 
John 10:10a, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.” 
 
Proverbs 6:16-19, “There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are 
detestable to him: haughty eyes, lying tongue, hands that shed innocent 
blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush 
into evil, a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up 
dissension among brothers.” 
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Question: “What then is the remedy?  How can we be a Peacemaker?” 
 

1. Forgiveness. 
Matthew 18:21-22, Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, 
how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against 
me?  Up to seven times?”  Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven 
times, but seventy-seven times.” 

 
Colossians 3:13-14, “Bear with each other and forgive whatever 
grievances you may have against one another.  Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you.  And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity.” 
 
(Pray for the unit of the church.) 
 

2. Prayer. 
Philippians 4:6-8, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present you 
request to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable 
– if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such 
things.” 
 
 And Paul supports this in the same manner with his 
exhortation in Romans 12:9-16.  And Peter’s exclamation in 
1Peter 4:8-9 is an excellent single passage: “Above all, love each 
other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.  Offer 
hospitality to one another without grumbling.” 
 

This is not passive acceptance of things, but facing trouble head on, just 
as Christ Jesus did. 
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Question: “What do you think peace really means? 
 
 The Pulpit Commentaries said: “It means freedom from trouble 
and enjoyment of all good.” 
 
Now for the next Beatitude:  
Matthew 5:10-12, “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute 
you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.  Rejoice 
and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 
Question: “Why does this happen to Christians?  Why are Christians 
persecuted?” 
 
John 15:18-19, “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me 
first.  If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own.  As it is, 
you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world.  
That is why the world hates you.” 
 
Question: “What are some ways your life will be disrupted by following 
Jesus?” 
 

1. Your Work. 
2. Social Life. 
3. Home Life. 

 
Matthew 10:34-36, “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to 
the earth.  I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.  For I have come 
to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, a man’s enemies will be the 
members of his own household.” 
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Question: “Persecution is an opportunity to show what?” 
 

1. Loyalty to Jesus Christ. 
2. Gain a share in “where the saints have trod.” 

Psalm 16:3, “As for the saints who are in the land, they are the 
glorious ones in whom is all my delight.” 

3. Share in a Great Occasion. 
This is a clash (war) between the world and Christ. 
2 Corinthians 10:3-6, “For thought we live in the world, we do not 
wage war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not 
the weapons of the world.  On the contrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strongholds.  We demolish arguments and 
every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, 
and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.  
And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once 
your obedience is complete.” 
 

4. Makes things easier for those who follow. 
Hebrews 12:13, “Make level paths for your feet, so that the lame 
may not be disabled, but rather healed.” 

5. To feel Christ neared to us. 
Psalm 65:4a, “Blessed are those you choose and bring near to live 
in your courts!” 
 

Let’s move on to the next beatitude: 
Matthew 5:13, “You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt losses its 
saltiness, how can it be made salty again?   It is no longer good for 
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.” 
 
 To the Greeks salt was called “theion” (Divine).  In Jesus’ time salt 
was connected to three special qualities or uses. 
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1. Purity. 
Numbers 18:19, “Whatever is set aside from the holy offerings the 
Israelites present to the Lord I give to you and your sons and 
daughters as your regular share, it is an everlasting covenant of 
salt before the Lord for both you and your offspring.” 
 
James 1:27, “Religion that god our Father accepts as pure and 
faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress 
and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” 
 

2. Preserves. 
Salt prevents ‘corruption and spoiling.’ 

 
Question: “What does God’s saltiness do for us?” 
 
Colossians 4:5-6, “Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make 
the most of every opportunity.  Let your conversation be always full of 
grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer 
everyone.”  
 

3. Lends Flavor to Things. 
Leviticus 2:13, “Season all your grain offerings with salt.  Do not 
leave the salt of the covenant of your God out of your grain 
offerings; add salt to all your offerings.” 
 

Question: “What flavor is Jesus talking about in this beatitude?” 
   (Christian Life) 
 
(Pray for the salt of our Christian walk.) 
 
 We must never leave the impression that our life is like an 
undertaker taking care of the dead.  Paul told us how to bring that 
flavor to the world. 
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Here is Christian flavor:  
Galatians 5:22-26, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  
Against such things there is no law.  Those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.  Since we 
live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.  Let us not become 
conceited, provoking and envying each other.” 
 
 The Salt is the Grace of God.  It is the Holy Spirits activity in our 
lives.  Without it we are useless.  It is the same for the church body as a 
whole.  Lie the church in Sardis. 
Revelation 3:1b, “..you have a name of being alive, but you are dead.” 
 
 There is a powerful correlation to the beatitude of the salt and it is 
in the book of Hebrews 6:4-6.  Please read it for yourself. 
 
 “Salt is also representative of the moral tone that we are to give to 
humanity,” said Dr. Spence in the Pulpit Commentaries. 
 
 St Augustine said, “Not he who suffers persecution is trodden 
under foot, but he who through fear of persecution falls away.” 
 Jonathan Edwards said, “The salt is to preserve that on which it is 
sprinkled from corrupting.  The world is in danger of sinking into 
corruption.  Society is threatened with destruction by the mutual 
opposition of conflicting classes.  Domestic life is corroded by 
immorality and intemperance.  “Naturalism” defiles all.  Frivolous 
amusements tend to become unwholesome.  Therefore, a preserving 
and purifying agent is needed.  The world is worth preserving.  
Otherwise why salt it?  The church is expected to be of the same 
character; not merely to be pure, but to purify.” 
 
And Edwards wrote that in the late 1690’s.  So how much more do we 
need this today?   
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It is interesting to note that in Mark 9:49 salt is also connected to 
purification and suffering: “Everyone will be salted with fire”, which 
connects us to Matthew 5:11-12. 
 
Prayer. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


