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The Hog and The Frog 

“Sermon on the Mount – Summary of the Faith” 

Week 9 – Matthew 6:9-15 ‘Lord’s Prayer Pt III’ 

 

Scripture & Spirit Prayer: Romans 8:16, “The Spirit himself testifies with 

our spirit that we are God’s children.” 

Anchor Scripture: Romans 15:4, “For everything that was written in the 

past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the 

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” 

 

 Here we are in week three of our study of the Lord’s Prayer 

(Matthew 6:9-15) and hopefully you’ve found this to be as exciting as we 

have in digging into the Spiritual truths of the Lord’s Prayer.  We’ve 

covered the address and the first four of seven petitions.  Let’s continue. 

 

 The fifth petition: Matthew 6:12, 14-15, “Forgive us our debts, as 

we have forgiven our debtors….For if you forgive men when they sin 

against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not 

forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.” 

 

 Before we continue, it is important to tie verse 12 directly to verses 

14-15.  There are occasions in Scripture when the idea (truth) given are 

in verses that don’t follow in chronological order.  We will see this as we 

continue. 

 

 William Barclay says, “Before we can pray this petition we must 

have a sense of sin in our lives.  Sin is not nowadays a popular word.  

Most people resent being called, or treated as, hell-deserving sinners.” 
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Question: “How does the Parable of the Unmerciful Servant in Matthew 

18:21-35 parallel this portion of the Lord’s Prayer?” 

 

 Ten thousand talents would be a sum no servant could ever repay 

in ten life-times.  Our debt we owe to God is even more so.  It is the debt 

of sin that has been accumulating day by day and we have nothing by 

which to pay the debt.   

 The Father sees the first sign of penitence and comes to embrace 

us, as was the case in Matthew 18:21-35, which was taught after Jesus’ 

teachings of Matthew 6:9-15.  Peter had asked the Lord, “Lord, how 

many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me?  Up to 

seven times? (Matthew 18:21).” 

 

 It is very important to view the five words used in the New 

Testament for sin. 

1. Hamartia is the most common.  It means “missing the target, a 

failure to be what we might have been and could have been.” 

2. Parabasis, which means “a stepping across the line between right 

and wrong.” 

1 John 5:17 tells us that “All wrongdoing is sin…” 

3. Paraptoma is “a slipping across.”  This is being swept away by some 

impulse or passion momentarily.   

4. Anomia, which means “lawlessness.”  This is knowing that 

something is wrong to do, think, say or believe, and doing it 

anyway. 

1 John 3:4, “Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is 

lawlessness.” 
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5. Opheilema, which is the word used in the body of the Lord’s Prayer.  

It means a “debt, a failure to pay that which is due.” 

Romans 13:8, “Let not debt remain outstanding except the 

continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman 

has fulfilled the law.”   

 

 It is immeasurable the difference between what we owe to God 

and what anyone can owe us!  But love covers over a multitude of sins. 

Luke 7:47, Jesus said, “Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been 

forgiven – for she loved much.  But he who has been forgiven little loves 

little.” 

 

 Early Christian apologist, Justin Martyr (100-165AD), said, 

“Forgiveness, like peace, is one and indivisible.  Human forgiveness and 

divine forgiveness are inextricably intertwined and cannot be 

separated.” 

 

Question: “What do you believe must happen to really forgive?” 

 

Here are three things Barclay suggests: 

1. We must learn to understand. 

Try to understand before we condemn. 

Matthew 7:1-2, “Do not judge, or you too will be judged.  Fort in 

the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the 

same measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 

 This does not mean that we have to agree or participate in 

evil (1 Thessalonians 5:22), but we should always remember James 

3:2a, “We all stumble in many ways.” 
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2. We must learn to forget. 

To brood upon an insult will leave little hope to forgive. 

Poet Laureate, Robert Bridges, said, “To forgive was the sign of 

greatness, but to forget was sublime.” 

 

Question: “So, how do we actually forget?” 

 Through the work of the Holy Spirit. 

2 Corinthians 3:18, “And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the 

Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-

increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” 

3. We must learn to love. 

This is the benevolence of goodwill (agape) which comes only when 

Christ rules the heart. 

Colossians 3:15, “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since 

as members of one body you were called to peace.  And be 

thankful.” 

 

Sixth petition: Matthew 6:13a, “And lead us not into temptation,” 

 We all know that god does not tempt (James 1:13). 

 

Question: “Why is it so important to know that God does not 

tempt?” 

 

 Because to tempt is to seduce into sinfulness.  God is not the 

author of sin; Satan through man is the author of sin.  If not 

understood correctly then people might wrongly believe that God 

“tempted” His own Son (Matthew 4:1) or that He tempted 

Abraham (Genesis 22:1). 
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 The actual word is peirazein, which means to “test.”  For 

Christ, Abraham and us, it means to “submit to a test of loyalty and 

obedience.” 

 God allows temptation, not to make us fall, but to make us 

stronger and better.  As we grow in the Spirit, the challenges of 

Satan will grow stronger, so God is preparing us. 

1 Corinthians 10:13, “No temptation has seized you except what is 

common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted 

beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, he will also 

provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.” 

 

Question: “What are some of the sources of temptation?” 

 Here are some areas: 

1. People whose influence is bad. 

1 Corinthians 15:33, “do not be misled: Bad company corrupts 

good character.” 

2. People who love us. 

Jesus speaking of Micah 7:6, said in Matthew 10:36, “a man’s 

enemies will be the members of his own household.” 

3. From ourselves – our week points. 

James 1:14, “but each one is tempted when by his own evil 

desires, he is dragged away and enticed.” 

 The point of vulnerability differs in all of us. 

4. From ourselves – our strong points. 

Nothing gives temptation its chance like over confidence.  

1 Corinthians 10:12, “Therefore, whoever thinks he stands must 

be careful not to fall. 

Mark 14:38, “The Spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
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The Seventh petition: Matthew 6:13b, “but deliver us from the evil one.” 

 

 “This portion of the prayer is an earnest desire to be delivered from 

the whole body of evil (Pulpit Commentaries, pg. 257, Vol I).” 

Geisler and Howe in The Gig Book of Bible Difficulties said, “This is a plea 

that God should be invoked to order our lives in such a way that we are 

not led into situations in which we will be tempted.  In other words, this 

is a plea for providential guidance through the mine field of sin in this 

fleshly sojourn.  It is a request to God that He helps us to ‘make no 

provision for the flesh’ (Romans 13;14).” 

1 John 5:19, “We know that we are children of God, and that the whole 

world is under the control of the evil one.” 

 

 Jesus again prayed in the same manner later in John 17:15, “My 

prayer is not that you take them out of the world, but that you protect 

them from the evil one.” 

 

 There is need of a power greater than our own to draw us away 

from the dominion of the strong man armed (Matthew 12:29). 

 

Question: “What is it that can draw us away from the “lust of the eye, 

flesh and pride of life?” 

 

 The power of the grace of God that works through the Spirit of 

Christ. 
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Song of Solomon 1:4, (KJV), “Draw me, we will run after thee: the king 

hath brought me into his chambers: we will be glad and rejoice in thee, 

we will remember thy love more than wine: the upright love thee.” 

 

Next week we will study Jesus’ teaching on “Fasting” in Matthew 6:16-

18 and on “self-consecration” in verses 19-34.   

 

Prayer. 

 

    

 

 

 


