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The Hog and The Frog 
“The Sermon on The Mount – Summary of the Faith” 

Week 6 – The Reward Motive In The Christian Life 
 

Spirit Scripture & Spirit Prayer: 2 Thessalonians 2:13, “But we ought 
always to thank god for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from 
the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work 
of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.” 
Anchor Scripture: Romans 15:4, “for everything that was written in the 
past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” 
 
 Last week we just got started with Matthew 6:1-18 and our look 
at the rewards of the Christian life.  We left off with a comment from 
William Barclay following Matthew 6:1. Now let’s pick back up by going 
to Matthew 6:2-4, “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it 
with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the 
streets, to be seen by men.  I tell you the truth, they have received their 
reward in full.  But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be done in 
secret.  Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 
you.” 
 
 The Lord is telling the Jews in the audience what they had been 
taught from the Talmud: Deuteronomy 15:10-11, “Give generously to 
him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord 
your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your 
hand to.  There will always be poor people in the land.  Therefore, I 
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command you to be openhanded toward your brothers and toward the 
poor and needy in your land.” 
 
Question: “What might be a conclusion about ‘trumpet’ in verse 2?” 
 
 In the tine of Jesus, wealthy people would put money into a box 
called ‘the trumpet box’ and have a servant stand on the street corner 
and hand out alms to the poor.  The wealthy man would stand next to 
the servant and to each one that received alms he would ask them to 
pray in thanksgiving for his generosity.  
 
Paul’s letter to the Philippians paralleled Jesus’ teaching: 
Philippians 4:17, “Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for 
what may be credited to your account.” 
 
 The Talmud says, “If a man boasts of his charity, he is lost.”  Even 
an old Rabbinic teaching says, “He who give alms in secret is greater 
than Moses.” 
 
 Some Rabbis used to practice this belief by walking and dropping 
alms quietly behind them and making sure they were not seen and 
never looking back to see who would pick them up. 
 
Question: “What are some motives for giving?” 
 

1. Sense of Duty: maybe to gain merit with God.  It can be done with 
a sense of superiority.  If not giving of yourself, the giving is never 
complete. 
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2. For Prestige: personal glory – to gratify our own vanity. 
3. Have to Give: From the overflow of the love of Christ in our lives. 

 
 
2 Corinthians 8:9, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you 
through his poverty might become rich.” 
 
Deuteronomy 15:11, “There will always be poor people in the land.  
Therefore, I command you to be openhanded toward your brothers and 
toward the poor and needy in your land.” 
 
Here is a beautiful connection to Matthew 6:2-4: 
Psalm 17:14, “O Lord, by your hand save me from such men, from men 
of this world whose reward is this life.  You still the hunger of those you 
cherish; their sons have plenty, and they store up wealth for their 
children.” 
 
 Now Jesus instructs us on how not to pray. 
Matthew 6:5, “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for 
they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners 
to be seen by men.  I tell you the truth, they have received their reward 
in full.”   
 
Question: “Why do you think Jesus gave such strong instructions about 
prayer during His Sermon on the Mount?” 
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 No religion held a higher ideal of prayer than the Jews had.  A 
Rabbinic saying said, “He who prays within his house surrounds it with a 
wall that is stronger than iron.” 
 
 Jesus said in Mark 11:17a, “My house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations.” 
 This is completely in line with Old Testament prophecy: 
Isaiah 56:7a, “those I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy 
in my house of prayer..” 
 
 Here is from the early first century The Didache, known as “The 
Teaching of the Twelve Apostles”, concerning Matthew 6:5. 
“You must not pray like the hypocrites, but “pray as follows” as the Lord 
bud us in his gospel: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; 
your Kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
us today our bread for the morrow; and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And do not lead us into temptation, but save us 
from the evil one, for yours is the power and the glory forever.”  You 
should pray in this way three times a day. 
 
Question: “Is standing to pray the real issue in Matthew 6:5?” 
 
 Standing to pray is not unsuitable.  It’s the motive of the heart. 
 
Luke 18:10-13, “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 
and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood up and prayed about 
himself: God, I thank you that I am not like other men – robbers, 
evildoers, adulterers – or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week 
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and give a tenth of all I get.  But the tax collector stood at a distance.  
He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 
‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’” 
 
Question: “What are some faults that can happen to our prayers?” 
 
 For the Jews, their prayers were not the fault of neglect, they 
were the faults of misguided devotion. 

1. Prayer tended to become formalized. 
The Shema (to heart) were three scriptures recited every morning 
and evening. 
The Shemoneh (18 prayers) that were to be read in every 
synagogue service and each person must recite them three times 
daily. 

 
Question: “Is it possible to formalize the Lord’ Prayer?” 
 
 Here are some possible things that can happen to prayer. 

1. Prayer could have little meaning. 
2. Prayer can be done only as a habit. 
3. Prayer can be thought of as only effectual when done in a certain 

place. 
4. Prayers can become long winded. 
5. The need for prayers to be seen. 

 
Ecclesiastes 5:2, “Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in 
your heart to utter anything before God.  God is in heaven, and you are 
on earth, so let your words be few.” 
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 On page 265 of the Pulpit Commentaries it reads as follows: “The 
prayer of the hypocrite is deception.  He deceives his fellow man.  He 
deceives himself.  He gets what he seeks.  The prayer of the hypocrite is 
idolatry.  The true God is not worshipped.  The hypocrite’s prayer is a 
slight upon him.  The hypocrite, like other idolaters, makes his god in his 
own image.  His prayer is to men.  They are his idols.” 
 
Matthew 6:6, “But when you pray, go into your room, close the door 
and pray to your Father, who is unseen.  Then your Father, who sees 
what is done in secret, will reward you.” 
 
 Some scholars have said this was an adaptation from the praise 
song of Isaiah 26:20a, “Go, my people, enter your rooms and shut the 
doors behind you;..” 
 
 However, we might see a connection to Isaiah. Here is one that 
fits so wonderfully: 2 Kings 4:32-33, “When Elisha reached the house, 
there was the boy lying dead on his couch.  He went in, shut the door on 
the two of them and prayed to the Lord.” 
 
 The thought here to the phrase: “your Father, who is unseen” may 
be to remind us that to be unseen of men is a help to communion with 
God and that our actions ought to resemble that of God, who is unseen 
and works unseen. 
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 The early Christian Father, John Chrysostom said, “God regards, 
but the heart and the motive.  Enter into thy closet; it profits not unless 
God is with thee there.  Shut the door; it profits not if worldly thoughts 
can enter.  You may find a closet in the densest crowd, if you hush your 
heart into the solemn consciousness of the presence of the God that 
heareth prayer.” 
 
Question: “What should be the single-hearted desires or our prayers?” 
 
  (Desire of pardon and acceptance with God.) 
 
2 Chronicles 30:18b-19, “But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, ‘May 
the Lord, who is good, pardon everyone who sets his heart on seeking 
God – the Lord, the God of his fathers – even if he is not clean according 
to the rules of the sanctuary.” 
 
 Does this not take us right back to Matthew 5:6, “Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.” 
 
 Let’s continue one with Jesus’ teachings in Matthew 6. 
 
Matthew 6:7-8, “And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like 
pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words.  
Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you 
ask him.” 
 
Question: “Are long prayers condemned in this passage?” 
  (By no means.) 



 8 

Here is a great example of one of martyrs of the early church, Polycarp, 
from page 151 of the Early Christian Fathers.  This quote is from 
Polycarp just before he was being arrested and taken to be executed: 
He said, “God’s will be done.” Then he went and talked with them, while 
those who looked on marveled at his age and constancy, and at how 
there should be such zeal over the arrest of so old a man.  Straightaway 
he ordered food and drink, as much as they wished, to be set before 
them at that hour, and he asked them to give him an hour so that he 
might pray undisturbed.  And when they consented, he stood and 
prayed – being so filled with the grace of God that for two hours he 
could not hold his peace, to the amazement of those who heard.  And 
many repented that they had come to get such a devout old man.” 
 
Polycarp was simply modeling his Savior: 
Luke 6:12, “One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, 
and spent the night praying to God.” 
 
Question: “What’s the key to these two verses of Matthew and Luke?” 
 
 We are to avoid vain repetitions, words without meaning.  
Repetitions can suppose ignorance or inattention on the part of God. 
 
1 Kings 18:26, “So they took the bull given them and prepared it.  Then 
they called on the name of Baal from morning till noon.” 
  (Of course, there was no answer.) 
 
 Matthew Henry said, “True prayer is not the language of the lip, 
but of the heart.” 
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 An example of pagan prayer was found in Acts 19:34 where the 
Ephesians mob prayed for two hours, repeating ‘Great is Artemis of the 
Ephesians.’ 
 
 Also, Muslims will go on repeating their sacred syllable HE for 
hours on end.  The Jews do that with the Shema.  It becomes an 
intoxication with words. 
 
Question: “What rules for prayer does Jesus provide?” 
 

1. True prayer must be offered to God. 
He should be our desire. 
Isaiah 26:8, “Yes, Lord, walking in the way of your laws, we wait 
for you; your name and renown are the desires of our hearts.” 
 

2. The God of love is more ready to answer than we are to pray. 
Romans 8:32, “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up 
for us all – how will he not also along with him graciously give us 
all things.” 
 

Question: “when we pray, how did Paul teach us to pray?” 
Philippians 4:6, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God.” 
 
Closing Prayer. 
 
 
 


