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The Hog and The Frog 

“Sermon on the Mount – Summary of the Faith” 

Week 12 – “Treasures in Heaven & Forbidden Worry” 

Matthew 6:24-34 

 

Opening Prayer. 

 

Scripture & Spirit Prayer: 2 Corinthians 1:21-22, “Now it is God who 

makes both us and you stand firm in Christ.  He anointed us, set his seal 

of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, 

guaranteeing what is to come.” 

 

Anchor Scripture: Romans 15:4, “For everything that was written in the 

past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the 

encouragement of Scriptures we might have hope.” 

 

 Last week we finished the class by looking at several things that can 

blind or distort the spiritual vision of our eyes in Matthew 6:22-23.  Now 

let’s finish Jesus’ instructions on “Treasures in Heaven.” 

 

Matthew 6:24, “No one can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the 

one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 

other.  You cannot serve both God and Money.” 

 

 In Clement of Rome’s second letter he gives a great insight to this 

passage: “The Lord says, ‘No servant can serve two masters.’ If we want 

to serve both God and money, it will do us no good.  ‘For what good does 

it do a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?’  This world and 

the world to come are two enemies.  This one means adultery, corruption, 
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avarice, and deceit, while the other gives them up.  We cannot, then, be 

friends of both.  To get the one, we must give the other up.” 

 

Question: “How does verse 24 connect with verses 22-23 of Matthew 6?” 

 

 In verses 22-23 we are instructed (warned) respecting the 

singleness of the eye, and in verse 24 it is the singleness of devotion. 

1 Chronicles 28:9, “And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of 

your father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing 

mind, for the Lord searches every heart and understands every motive 

behind the thoughts.  If you seek him, he will be found by you; but if you 

forsake him, he will reject you forever.” 

 

 It is good to note that the Greek word kurios is the word for master 

and it denotes absolute ownership.  This actually translates to: “No man 

can be a slave to two owners.” 

 

Question: “What did Paul have to say about slavery to an owner?” 

 

Romans 6:16, “Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to 

someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey 

– whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or slaves to 

obedience, which leads to righteousness.” 

 

Question: “Which of the Ten Commandments covers this?” 

 

Exodus 20:3, “You shall have no other gods before me.” 
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 “There are two masters who divide the allegiance of mankind.  

Some serve the living and true God; some serve riches, earthly things.  No 

man can serve both; it is impossible.” (Pulpit Commentaries, Vol. I, pg. 

245.) 

 

 It is important to understand two things about slaves in the ancient 

world.  First, they had no rights; they were ‘living tools.’  Second, slaves 

had no time of their own.  Every moment belonged to their master. 

 

Question: “How does this relate to our relationship to God?” 

 

 In regard to God, we have no rights of our own: “What does God 

wish me to do?”  Being a Christian is full-time to God. 

 

 In Luke 16:13 we find that the passage from Matthew is word for 

word immediately after the parable of the unjust (shrewd) steward.  The 

thought is still of earnestness of purpose and singleness of heart. 

 One thing emerges from all this – the possession of wealth, money 

and material things is not a sin, but it is a grave responsibility – a matter 

for prayer that possessions are used as God wants us to use them. 

 

 Now let’s move on to what Jesus has to say about “Worry.” 

 

Matthew 6:25, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 

you will eat or drink; or about your body; what you will wear.  Is not life 

more important than clothes?” 

 

Question: “What is Jesus implying with ‘Therefore’?” 
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 As mentioned in verse 21 it is impossible to divide your service, 

then cease to be anxious about things of this life, for anxiety about these 

is a mark of your attempting this impossibility. 

Philippians 4:6-7, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, 

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God.  

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” 

 

Question: “What does Jesus imply with ‘I tell you,’?” 

 

 (Emphasizes his authority) 

 

As for worrying about our life, our focus should always be towards 

eternity. 

Luke 12:4-5, “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the 

body and after that can do no more.  But I will show you whom you should 

fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you 

into hell.  Yes, I tell you, fear him.” 

 

Question: “In verses 25-34 Jesus sets out ‘seven arguments’ and 

defenses against worry.  What is the first one in verse 25?” 

 

 If God gave us bodies (Jeremiah 1:5), surely we can trust him to give 

us food to sustain life and clothes to wear. 

 

Matthew 6:26, “Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or 

store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you 

not much more valuable than they?” 
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Question: “What Is the second argument against worry?” 

 

 In the birds there is not to be found in them the human weakness 

of straining to see a future which cannot be seen, and of seeking to find 

security in things stored up and accumulated against the future. 

 

Matthew 6:27, “Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his 

life?” 

 

Question: “What is the third argument against worry?” 

 

 It is Jesus’ argument that worry is pointless.  Look at the 

uselessness of worry from the standpoint of the ‘years of our life.’ 

Psalm 39:5, “You have made my days a mere hand breath; the span of 

my years is as nothing before you.  Each man’s life is but a breath.” 

 

 Dr. A. Lukyn Williams, Principal of the Hebrew Missionary College 

of London, said, “God knows our need, He does not despise it, or suppose 

that we can face it with Stoical indifference.  Therefore, we can entrust 

it to Him, faith is the greatest antidote to worry.” 

 

Matthew 6:28-30 yields the fourth argument against worry: “And why 

do you worry about clothes?  See how the lilies of the field grow.  They do 

not labor or spin.  Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor 

was dressed like one of these.  If that is how God clothes the grass of the 

field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not 

much more clothe you, O you of little faith.” 
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Question: “What do you think the fourth argument is?” 

 

 Barclay stated, “If God gives such beauty to a short-lived flower, 

how much more will he care for us?  Surely the generosity which is so 

lavish to the flower of a day will not be forgetful of human life, the crown 

of creation.”   

Nahum 1:7, “The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble.  He cares for 

those who trust in him,” 

1 Peter 5:7, “Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” 

 

 Jesus’ fifth argument is found in Matthew 6:31-32, “So do not 

worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall 

we wear?’  For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly 

Father knows that they need them.” 

 

 Back in Matthew 5:45 Jesus said God causes the sun and the rain 

both to come to the righteous and the unrighteous. 

 

Question: “What do you think Jesus’ argument is saying here?” 

 

 Christians cannot worry because they believe in the love of God 

(Romans 5:8).  It should be beyond comprehension in anyone who has 

learned to call God by the name of Father to worry. 

 

 Jesus’ sixth argument is in Matthew 6:33, “But seek first his 

kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 

as well.” 

 



 7 

Question: “This argument is two-fold.  What do you see here?” 

 

 First, we must give our total concentration (seeking) on the 

kingdom of God.  This goes back to the Lord’s Prayer in 6:10. To be in the 

kingdom of God and to do his will is one and the same thing. 

  

 Second, worry is banished when God becomes the dominating 

power of our lives. 

 St. Gregory said, “Our Lord gives a distinct promise that if God’s 

cause is made the first aim, all the necessaries of life shall be provided.” 

 Jesus sees that worldly anxiety fill the mind and heart, and so keeps 

out thoughts of the great purpose of life.  We can find a wonderful 

example of worries in Matthew 13:24-30 and the parable of the weeds 

 

 The last argument by Jesus against worry is in Matthew 6:34, 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 

itself.  Each day has enough trouble of its own.” 

 

Question: “What is Jesus’ argument here?” 

 

 Jesus says that worry can be defeated when we acquire the art of 

living one day at a time. 

 How true it is of 2 Corinthians 5:7, “We live by faith, not by sight.”  

The sight of our mind can grieve us with worry if it is focused on the 

things of this world. 

 

 This is why we go to Colossians 3:1-17 for rules for holy living.  

Colossians 3:1-2 is a perfect way to always begin the banning of worry, 
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“Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 

above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds 

on things above, not on earthly things.” 

 

 Jesus is teaching us that we should handle the demands of each day 

as it comes, without worrying about the unknow future.  Worry is 

needless, useless, and injurious.  Worry is blind to lessons of God’s nature 

all around us.  And, worry is irreligious, it is a heart issue. 

 

Prayer. 

 

 

 


