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The Hog and The Frog 

“The Sermon on the Mount – Summary of the Faith” 

Week 11 – “Treasures in Heaven” Matthew 6:19-24 

 

Scripture & Prayer: Jude 20, “But you, dear friends, build yourselves up 

in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit.” 

Anchor Scripture: Romans 15:4, “For everything that was written in the 

past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the 

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” 

 

 Last week was a wonderful opportunity to see the many benefits 

of fasting and also some of the types of fasting.  When coupled with 

prayer it opens up the minds of Christians to deeper understandings of 

Scripture.  With that in mind we will now look at Jesus’ teaching about 

“Treasures in Heaven,” Matthew 6:19-24. 

 

 Let’s start with what has many times been called “the true 

treasure” in Matthew 6:19-21, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures 

on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and 

steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and 

rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For 

where your treasure is, there you heart will be also.” 

 

Question: “Why is this so important spiritually?” 

 

 Mark 8:36-37, “What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, 

yet forfeit his soul?  On what can a man give in exchange for his soul?” 
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 Here moral excellence is put in contrast with material treasure.  

The Jews said that men are to seek nobility of character, riches of 

feeling, strength of manhood, and not perishable wealth. 

 

Question: “Why is this so important eternally?” 

  

 Because our moral excellence of character is all that goes with us 

to heaven. 

 “Jesus is telling us to concentrate on the things that will be of 

eternal values.” (Justin Martyr 100-165AD). 

 

 We are to lay up treasures in the right places – John 6:27, “Do not 

work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which 

the Son of Man will give you.  On him God the Father has placed his seal 

of approval.” 

 

 My (Mike) dad was a wheat farmer and one thing he always tried 

to avoid was insects (moth) and rust in the grain bins where he stored 

the next years seed wheat.  There was no permanence of the moment 

because that stored possession was meant only for “planting.”  So it is 

with earthly possessions.   

 Barclay says that it is the same way for thieves – they will find a 

way to get to what is stored away. 

 

Question: “How does Scripture portray possessions that can easily be 

destroyed by moth and rust?” 
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Luke 12:27-28, “Consider how the lilies grow.  They do not labor or spin.  

Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one 

of these.  If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here 

today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he 

clothe you, O you of little faith.” 

 

 Jesus warns us against the pleasures which will wear out like an 

old suit of clothes.  It is foolish to look for pleasure in things which are 

bound to offer diminishing returns. 

 

 C. H. Spurgeon said, “Hoard not for thieves, gather not for 

corruption; accumulate for eternity, and send your treasures into the 

land whither you are going.  To live for the sake of growing rich is a 

gilded death in life.” 

 

 Jesus warns us against the pleasures which can be stolen.  Barclay 

says, “All material things are like that; not one of them is secure; and if 

people build their happiness on them, they are building on a most 

insecure basis.” 

 

 We are to seek that which God wants our hearts set upon: Isaiah 

51:8b, “But my righteousness will last forever, my salvation through all 

generations.”   

 

 The treasures that our hearts are to be set upon are not of this 

earth.  Colossians 3:1-2, “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, 

set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand 

of God.  Set you minds on things above, not on earthly things.” 
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 Jesus never said that this world was unimportant; but he said and 

implied over and over again that its importance is not in itself, but in 

that to which it leads. 

 

Matthew 6:22-25, “The eye is the lamp of the body.  If your eyes are 

good, your whole body is full of light.  But if your eyes are bad, your 

whole body is full of darkness.  If then the light within you is darkness, 

how great is that darkness?” 

 

Question: “How do you apply this passage?” 

 

 One way is to connect this to John 9:39, “For judgment I have 

come into the world, so that the blind will see and those who see will 

become blind.” 

 

 God has offered, by grace, salvation to all who come to Christ 

Jesus.  But, those who reject the offer are those who think they see but 

are really spiritually blind and live in spiritual darkness.  Those who had 

not known Christ (blind) but come to him are now no longer spiritually 

blind. 

 

Question: “How do verses 22-23 apply to verses 19-21?” 

 

 The Pulpit Commentaries state, “The thought of the power which 

treasure has of attracting the heart forms the transition to the need of 

a pure and steady ‘eye’ heavenwards.  As the body is illuminated by the 

eye, i.e. as by the eye the bodily constitution learns its environment, 
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and naturally, almost automatically, tends to accommodate itself to it, 

it is the gaze of the soul.” 

 

 Is it any wonder Paul said what he did in his letter to Colosse: 

Colossians 3:2, “Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.” 

It is the soul where the mind resides, along with our emotions and will, 

all three comprising our decision-making process. 

 

 Barclay says, “The amount of light which gets into any room 

depends on the state of the window through which it passes.  So, says 

Jesus, the light which gets into any individual’s heart and soul depends 

on the spiritual state of the eye through which it has to pass, for the 

eye is the window of the whole body.” 

 

Question: “What are some things which can blind or distort our eye’s 

vision?” 

 

1. Prejudice – In anyone who is swayed by prejudice, the eye is 

darkened and the vision distorted. 

1 John 2:11, “But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and 

walks around in darkness; he does not know where he is going, 

because the darkness has blinded him.” 

 And this applies directly to the church, as 1 Corinthians 

12:13 states, “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body 

– whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free – and we were all given 

the one Spirit to drink.” 
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2. Jealousy – Literary critic A.C. Bradley wrote: “Jealousy converts 

human nature into chaos, and liberates the beast in man.” 

There are many examples throughout Scripture that tell 

stories of jealousy and the outcomes.  No wonder God’s word 

instructs, commands us to not let jealousy enter our hearts. 

James 3:14-15, “But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish 

ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth.  

This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is 

earthly, unspiritual, demonic.” 

 

3. Self-conceit – Oswald Chambers said, “Self-conceit prevents one 

from realizing their own foolishness and faults.”   

Galatians 6:3, “for if anyone thinks he is something when he is 

nothing, he deceives himself.” 

Proverbs 26:12, “Do you see a man wise in his own eyes?  There is 

more hope for a fool than for him.” 

 

It is not only interesting but also very important to note that in Greek 

this passage speaks of a very special virtue that we are to embrace and 

an evil to avoid.  The good eye full of light is “generosity” and the eye 

full of darkness is “ungenerous, stingy.”   

 Since God is generous (James 1:5), so should we be. 

2 Corinthians 9:11, “You will be made rich in every way so that you can 

be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will 

result in thanksgiving to God.” 

 And being stingy is the opposite of what God desires: Proverbs 

23:6, “Do not eat the bread of the stingy.” 

 



 7 

 Next week we will finish “Treasures in Heaven” by studying 

Matthew 6:24 and then moving to Jesus’ teaching on “the forbidden 

worry” in verses 25-34. 

 

Prayer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


