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The Hog and The Frog 
“Sermon on the Mount – Summary of the Faith” 

 
Week 5 – Beatitudes 

 
Spirit Scripture & Spirit Prayer: Psalm 119:130, “The unfolding of Your  
words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.” 
Anchor Scripture: Romans 15:4, “For everything that was written in the 
past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” 
 
 Last week we finished with Matthew 5:10-12 and what it means 
for us to truly be “salt” of the world.  Now we continue as we look at 
Matthew 5:14a, “You are the light of the world.” 
Question: “Where do we receive this light?” 
 
John 8:12, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
 
Psalm 119:130a, “The unfolding of your words gives light,” 
Micha 7:8a, “Though I sit in darkness, the Lord will be my light.” 
Isaiah 60:19, “The sun will no more be your light by day, nor will the 
brightness of the moon shine on you, for the Lord will be your 
everlasting light, and you God will be your glory.” 
 
 The way the Jews spoke of Jerusalem as ‘a light to the Gentiles’ 
will be a key to the way in which Jesus also used it. 
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 First, to the Jews, people never kindled their own light.  God lit 
Israel’s lamp.  God shone on His people, thus it was a borrowed light, so 
it is with Christians.  We must shine with the reflection of His light. 
 
Philippians 2:15 says that we shine like stars in the universe.  Christians, 
like planets, shine by reflection. 
 
Matthew 5:14b, “A city on a hill cannot be hidden.” 
Question: “What does this tell us about our light within us? 
   (It is meant to be seen.) 
 
Matthew 5:15, “Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  
Instead they put it on a stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 
house.” 
 
 It is interesting to note that in Jesus’ time when people went out 
at night, for safety’s sake, they took the lamp and put it under a basket 
so that it would burn without risk of it going out before they got back to 
their house.  However, the primary duty of the light was to be seen. 
 
Question: “How does this relate to our Christian walk?” 
 William Barclay stated, “There can be no such thing as secret 
discipleship, for either the secrecy destroys the discipleship, or the 
discipleship destroys the secrecy.  Our Christianity should be perfectly 
visible to everyone.  Christianity whose effects stop at the church door 
is not much use to anyone.  It should be even more visible in the 
ordinary activities of the world.” 
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 The Pulpit Commentaries states, “Like a lamp on its stand, 
Christians are not to be ashamed of their confession.  The light streams 
out by means of good works.  The world cares little for words, but it has 
a sharp eye for our works.” 
 
Question: “Who might be in the house that Jesus mentions?” 
  (Family, Church, the World) 
 
Question: “What are several uses of a light?” 
 

1. A light is a guide.  It makes clear the way. 
Psalm 119:105, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my 
path.” 
 
 Christians must make the way clear for others. 

William Barclay states, “Christians are to be channels for goodness.  
Suppose there is a group of people, and suppose it is suggested that 
some questionable thing should be done.  Unless someone makes a 
protest, the thing will be done.  There are many people in this world 
who do not have the moral strength and courage to take a stand by 
themselves, but if someone gives them a lead, they will follow; if they 
have someone strong enough to lean on, they will do the right thing.” 

2. A light can often be a warning light! 
Beware, there is danger ahead, like a lighthouse.  Tertullian said 

that if we warn a brother Christian it will not accomplish if done in a 
mean spirit. 
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Matthew 5:16, “In the same way, let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in 
heaven.” 

 
The Pulpit Commentaries state, “Unostentatious goodness is fit matter 
for praise to God.” 
 
 There are many important things in this verse, but let’ look at two 
very important ones: The first one is in a question. 
Question: “What quality must be in our good deeds?” 
 
 In Greek there are two words for good. 

1. Agathos – defines a thing as good in quality. 
2. Kalos – not only good but it is also captivating and beautiful and 

attractive. 
Our good deeds must also be attractive (Kalos). 
 
Question: “Explain the opposite of attractive deeds?” 
 (Goodness that has an element of hardness and coldness.  There 
is a goodness that repels.) 
 
Question: “What is the ultimate purpose of our good deeds?” 
   (The glory of God.) 
 
John 15:5, “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If a man remains in me 
and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing.” 
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The second important thing: 
 Our deeds are to draw attention to God, not self. 
 
“Light is real holiness.  It makes itself felt; it is a power in the world.  
And herein is its depth, its strength: it seeks only the glory of the Lord, 
and that with steadfast, unwavering perseverance.” – Dr. Joseph Exell, 
Editor of the ‘The Homiletic Quarterly.’ 
 
1 Peter 2:12, “Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they 
accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify 
God on the day he visits us.” 
 
 Those that were in Jim and Phil’s class in the last quarter 
remember that there was great teaching and discussion on the 
remainder of Matthew 5.  What we will do now is move to Matthew 
6:1-8. 
 
 Since we are saved by Sola Fide, faith alone, we also know that 
our faith is to be a productive faith.  It is to be one of good deeds.  As 
Christians we know God has blessings for us, so let’s look intensely into 
The Reward Motive In The Christian Life found in Matthew 6:1-18. 
 Sometimes we may do the right thing, but for the wrong reason.  
This is fulfilling the letter of the law, but not its spirit.  For Paul 
instructed us in Romans 7 that the law brought death, but the Spirit 
brings life. 
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Matthew 6:1, “Be careful not to do your acts of righteousness before 
men, to be seen by them.  If you do, you will have no reward from your 
Father in heaven.” 
 
 This teaching attaches to Jesus’ parable of the last judgment in 
Matthew 25:31-46 and that there is a reward and punishment in 
accordance with our reaction to the needs of others. 
 
Question: “What are some reasons why rewards and punishments are 
necessary?” 
 
   (To make sense of life.) 
 
Question: “Since Jesus promised trials, tribulation, suffering, 
persecutions and even death for following Him, what reward is He 
talking about?” 
 
    (Spiritual) 
 
 Clement of Rome said, “People who are always calculating their 
reward are thinking of God in terms of a judge or an accountant, and 
above all they are thinking of life in terms of law.” 
 
 Let’s look at a way Paul viewed a reward. 
1 Corinthians 9:17-18, “If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if not 
voluntarily, I am simply discharging the trust committed to me.  What 
then is my reward?  Just this, that in preaching the gospel I may offer it 
free of charge, and so not make use of my rights in preaching it.” 
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 Now, Mike and I want to make it clear that Paul is not saying that 
ministers should not be compensated by their church.  Paul made that 
very clear in 1 Corinthians 9:11-12. 
 
 To finish today, listen to this quote from Barclay, “It is as though 
Jesus is saying: If your one aim is to get yourself the world’s rewards, no 
doubt you will get them – but you must not look for the rewards which 
God alone can give.” 
 
Closing Prayer. 
 
 
 


